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US AND SOVIET KNOWLEDGE ABOUT CHICOM ADVANCED WEAPONS PROGRAMS 









1. The Chinese Communists have a missile test range at Shuang-ch'eng-tzu 
in Northwest China, an elaborate missile research and development installation 
outside Peiping, and appear to have a cruise missile research and development 
installation at Lienshan on the Gulf of Chihli. 


2, We do not know the kind or number of missiles the Chinese have | 
tested, nor whether they are working exclusively on missiles left behind ee 
by the Soviets or have succeeded in fabricating their own missiles from 
Soviet prototypes. We do not know where the Chinese are fabricating 
missiles or missile fuel, (if they are doing so). 





3. The Chinese have an incomplete gaseous diffusion plant in Lanchow 
and what we believe is probably a small air-cooled plutonium production 
reactor in Paotow. They have one research reactor in Peiping and one in 
Sian, as well as atomic research facilities in a number of mainland cities 
among which are Shanghai, Urumchi, and possibly one or more cities in ‘ 
Manchuria, 


4. We do not know what their intentions are concerning the gaseous 
diffusion plant or whether the Paotou reactor is in operation. We are 
unsure whether the suspect Paotou reactor was built by the Chinese through 
their own resources or with Soviet aid. We do not know whether there are 
any other production reactors on the mainland. We do not know when the 
Chinese will actually be able to detonate their first device because of our 
uncertainty about the operational status of their existing installations 
nor do we know where their testing facilities will be located, 


5. The Soviets almost certainly know where the Chinese nuclear and 
missile facilities are located and what they were originally intended to 
do. They know what assistance and equipment they provided the Chinese and 
therefore know what the minimum equipment in the Chinese installations 
must be. They probably know where most of the Chinese uranium and thorium 
deposits are located and what the quality and quantity of these are. They 
almost certainly have more information about the number of range firings 
by the Chinese than we and know what kind of missiles the Chinese have 
been working on. They probably know whether any reactors they provided to 
the Chinese wenti.into operation and what the output of these reactors should 
be. Their intelligence on the actual present functioning of these facilities 
may be more limited. 


6. The Soviets might be willing to tell us in general terms what 
facilities the Chinese have and to give us their estimates as to when the 
Chinese may move from one stage to another in the advanced weapons areas. 
They would probably be unwilling to give us any information about the 
Chinese program which might provide us with hints about the operation of 
Soviet equipment. 
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7. The subject could be raised at the talks in the general context 
of proliferation, and the need for third-country accession to any test-ban 
agreement, 
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8. he major risk of our providing intelligence to the Soviets on 
| the Chinese program and of indicating our intelligence gaps would arise 
if the Soyiets told the Chinese everything we had said. This would 
then give the Chinese valuable information about the extent of their 
i program which was and was not known, increase their abilities to strengthen 
' their security, improve camouflage techniques, and take other measures to 
reduce our future collection of intelligence. The Soviets could also 
intentionally mislead us about the scope and intentions of the Chinese : 
weapons program. We doubt they would do the former and believe we have 
enough information now to be able to detect an intentional Soviet attempt 
to mislead us. If the Soviets chose not to exchange information with us, 
we believe they would simply reject the proposal ouf of hand rather than 
pursue a more devious course. The principle risk for them, of course, 
would be that the fact of the exchange of information might become public. 





| 9. A lesser risk would be the complication of our relations with 
the GRC should Moscow leak our proposal. 
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